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SUBJECT: KIDNAPPED STUDENTS: JUNE 05 MEETING WITH VAGNI 

1. FATHER VAGNI MET WITH STEINER AND MACFARLANE AT EMBASSY 
MORNING OF JUNE 05. HE REAFFIRMED HIS STRONG DESIRE TO BE OF 
ASSISTANCE AND OBVIOUSLY IS PREPARED TO MAKE HIS SCHEDULE 
CONFORM TO REQUIREMENTS OF INTERMEDIARY ROLE WHEN AND IF 
LATTER RECEIVES GOZ APPROVAL. WE BRIEFED HIM IN GENERAL 
TERMS RE CURRENT SITUATION AND INDICATED WE ARE REASONABLY 
HOPEFUL THAT THERE WILL BE FURTHER SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS 
IN NEXT FEW DAYS. 

2. VAGNI INFORMED US THAT FATHER PIETRO J(WHO IN FACT IS 
AWARE IN GENERAL TERMS OF POTENTIAL DIOCESE INVOLVEMENT 
AS INTERMEDCARY LEFT ON JUNE 04 ON REGULAR MISSION BUSINESS. 
PIETRO LEFT WITH FIRM UNDERSTANDING THAT THIS POSSIBILITY 
WAS TO BE DISCUSSED WITH NO ONE IN COURSE OF HIS TRAVELS. 
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JUNE 06, HE SHOULD 

HAVE BETTER PICTURE OF WHAT IS BEING SAID 
IN THAT AREA ABOUT KIDNAP SITUATION. 

3. VAGNI STATES CATEGORICALLY THAT NEWS OF KIDNAPPING IS 
CURRENTLY NO 1 TOPIC OF DISCUSSION IN UVURA AREA AND, HE 
GUESSES, ALL ALONG ZAIRE SIDE OF LAKE. THIS IS DUE IN LARGE 
PART. HE BELIEVES, TO VERY SUBSTANTIAL PUBLICITY THAT HAS BEEN 
GIVEN TO KIDNAPPING AND SUBSEQUENTLY TO STEINER'S ARRIVAL IN 
BUJUMBURA BY VOICE OF AMERICA, RADIO VOICE OF GOSPEL 

AND RADIO TANZANIA. HE IS NOT AWARE OF ANY RADIO 
AIR BROADCASTS WHICH HAVE MENTIONEDTOPIC. HIS 
COMMENTS INDICATED COA FRENCH SERVICE HAS BEEN 
PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT IN SPREADING WORD ABOUT STEINER S 
PRESENCE BUT ALSO IS OF VIEW THAT VOA COVERAGE WOULD BE 
MORE HELPFUL AS MEANS OF PROMOTING INITIAL CONTACT WERE 
STEINERS ROLE, AND PARTICULARLY FACT THAT HE IS DESIGNATED 
REPRESENT ATCVE OF FAMILIES OF CAPTURED STUDENTS, SPELLED 
OUT MORE CLEARLY. 

4. IN ANY EVENT, VAGNI CONVINCED THAT PRP OR THEIR 
REPRESENTATIVES WILL HAVE NO REAL DIFFICULTY IN MAKING 
CONTACT WITH STEINER WHEN THEY CHOOSE. THERE ARE 
QTE HUNDREDS UNQTE OF ZAIRIANS IN BUJUMBURA'S 
AFRICAN QUARTERS, MANY OF WHO HAVE LOYALTIES TO 

OR ARE IN CONTACT WITH VARIOUS DISSIDENT ELEMENTS. 

5. IT WAS ARRANGED THAT VAGNI WOULD MEF.TIIS AGAIN AT 
EMBASSY MORNING OF JUNE 07, AND, IF EVENTS WARRENTED, 
MACFARLANE AND STEINER WOULD VISIT HIM AT UVIRA 
AFTERNOON OF JUNE 08. 

MARK 
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